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Not exist, the only reality are

the extraordinary happenings that
have or will occur in one place.
Somewhere in La Mancha... a
miracle I am very proud to be a

b D/
part of.

By Artist Juan Garaizabal

another period of 15 years. At any fime,
the cession could become a donation
in part or in whole. The first cession in
view of donating consists of paintings,
sculptures, photographs, works on paper
and conceptual art. The museum’s name
is ‘Coleccion Roberto Polo. Centro de
Arte Moderno y Contempordneo de
Castilla-La Mancha (CORPO)'. If the
Spanish government properly exhibits,
conserves and promotes the nearly 500
artworks that | already ceded in view of
donating, | will gradually cede more in
view of donating all of the around 7,000
artworks in my collection.”

The packed opening of the venture in
Toledo March 27th brought dignitaries,
auction house representatives, mega
collectors, artists, government officials
and many more from around the
world. His loan of the work includes an
agreement tfo donate a permanent
collection over time of about 500 works.
The current transfer concerns 471 works
by 173 artists from Europe and the USA,
and covers the nineteenth and especially
the 20th and 21st Century with newer
more current, but maybe lesser known
works. The collection is heavy with

Belgian art, his former home, since there
are no laws of preemption on works
there.

Polo has reinvented himself so many
fimes in his 66 years, if it were fold as a
story he says no one would probably
believe it. Emerging from a darkened
past 30 years ago, the never bashful
collector ignores the stings of his critics
and remained dedicated fo his scholarly
passion, determined to narrate and
direct his legacy leaving a very large
footprint in art world history. He says
“a museum’s role is paralogical and
didactic” and believes museums raise
both the stature and the prices for artists
and that their real role is to educate and
surprise, not to “sing the same song time
and fime again.”

Roberto Polo carries a certain air of elite
aristocracy coming from his privileged
background. When combined with his
boundless energy, a brilliant mind, an art
dealer’s shrewdness, infectious charisma
and devilish sense of humor, we think he
will remain a force to be reckoned with
for many years to come if his predictions
are frue and his dreams realized.



